Endocrine tumors of the uterine cervix: incidence, demographics, and survival with comparison to squamous cell carcinoma.
The aim was to describe the epidemiology of endocrine tumors of the cervix in comparison with invasive squamous cell carcinomas using population-based data reported to the Surveillance, Epidemiology and End-Results (SEER) program. Retrospective analysis of actively followed cases reported to SEER from 1973 to 1998. Incidence, demographic characteristics, and survival were compared for endocrine and squamous tumors. There were 239 cases of endocrine tumors and 18,458 cases of invasive squamous cell carcinoma of the cervix included in the study. Mean age at diagnosis was 49 years for endocrine tumors versus 52 years for squamous cell carcinoma (P < 0.01). Endocrine tumors were more likely to present at a later FIGO stage (P < 0.01), and to have lymph node involvement at diagnosis (57 vs 18%, P < 0.01) compared to squamous cell carcinoma. Observed median survival for women with endocrine tumors was 22 months versus 10 years for women with squamous cell carcinoma. Age and FIGO stage-adjusted hazards of death were 1.84 times greater for endocrine tumors than for squamous cell carcinoma (95% CI 1.52-2.23). At all stages of disease, survival was worse for women with endocrine tumors compared to women with squamous cell carcinomas. Endocrine tumors of the cervix are extremely aggressive and survival is poor regardless of stage at diagnosis.